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Motorist would not be convicted of speeding in area where speed limit has
been reduced unless posted signs advising of lower speed limit are placed
at termini of such area. No requirement that such signs be posted in
advance of approaching reduced speed limit area.

The Honorable W. Edward Meeks I
Commonwealth's Attorney for Amherst County
August 30, 2000

You ask whether § 46.2-879 of the Code of Virginia requires that a motorist be
warned by a posted sign in advance of approaching a reduced speed limit zone.

You advise that some areas of reduced speed in Amherst County are announced
in advance by warning signs that read "Reduced Speed Ahead" or similar
language. Reduced speed in other such areas, however, is announced by the
presence of the appropriate speed limit sign. It is your opinion® that posted signs
advising of a lower speed area must be placed at the beginning and end of the
reduced speed area, and not posted in advance of approaching the reduced
speed limit area.

Section 46.2-879 provides:

No person shall be convicted of a violation of a statute or an ordinance enacted
by local authorities pursuant to the provisions of § 46.2-1300 decreasing the
speed limit established in this article when such person has exceeded the speed
limit in an area where the speed limit has been decreased unless such area is
clearly indicated by a conspicuous marker at the termini of such area.

Section 46.2-879 clearly requires that areas where the speed limit has been
decreased be "clearly indicated by a conspicuous marker at the termini of such
area." Because the statute does not define the word "termini," it must be given its
common, ordinary meaning.2 "Termini" is the plural of "terminus,"” which generally
is defined to mean "either end of a transportation line, travel route, pipe line,
tunnel, canal.”

Several additional rules of statutory construction apply to your request. "[T]he
plain, obvious, and rational meaning of a statute is always to be preferred to any
curious, narrow, or strained construction." In addition, statutes should not be
construed to frustrate their purpose.® "[T]ake the words as written' and give them
their plain meaning."® Finally, when a statute creates a specific grant of authority,
the authority exists only to the extent specifically granted in the statute.’

Based on the plain language of § 46.2-879, | am of the opinion that a motorist
would not be convicted of exceeding the speed limit in an area where the speed
limit has been reduced unless posted signs advising of the lower speed area are
placed at the beginning and end of the area. It is also my opinion that § 46.2-879



does not require such signs to be posted in advance of the approaching reduced
speed limit area.

'Any request by a Commonwealth's attorney for an opinion from the Attorney
General "shall itself be in the form of an opinion embodying a precise statement
of all facts together with such attorney's legal conclusions." Section 2.1-118.
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