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Recommendation Summary:  
In consultation with the recommendations from the Office of Civil Rights and the Virginia 
institutions of higher education offices of institutional resources, State Council of Higher 
Education in Virginia should develop a uniform campus climate survey to be administered 
once every two years by each institution during fall semester.  The survey should 
incorporate baseline questions to be asked at each college or university.  In addition, each 
institution would be permitted to add questions that address the unique issues applicable to 
the individual institution.   
The survey results will be maintained in a central database and reported to all participating 
institutions.  
Further, the State Council of Higher Education in Virginia should analyze results for 
necessary potential prevention programs, policy formation and resource development 
changes as recommended. 
Need:  
The campus climate survey would help inform both the individual institutions and the 
Commonwealth of Virginia on prevention, policy and resource needs. With appropriate 
internal review board approval and safeguards, the survey results can be made available to 
university researchers for understanding cultural and climatic changes on campus. 

 
Anticipated Challenges to Implementation of Recommendation:   
1. Students are surveyed frequently and one more survey may impose an undue burden 
on students. 
2. The federal government, through the Department of Education, anticipates issuing 
guidance on surveys.  This guidance will need to be incorporated into survey questions. 
 
Implementation:  
Implementation of a uniform campus climate survey may not be endorsed by each 
institution.  Therefore, General Assembly action may be necessary to insure that each 
institution actually performs the survey.   
Fiscal Impact:  
The survey will require funding and personnel resources at both the institutional and State 
Council of Higher Education in Virginia level. 


